

STRIKING A DEFIANT if not suggestive pose, a 
group of prostitutes arrested in Thursday night's raid 
in the first two blocks of Decatur Street let photogra- 



phers and police know exactly what their sentiments 
arc about the bust. The raid netted more than 100 
arrests, including those of nine persons described by 



— Staff photo 

authorities as key suspects in the eight-month-long 
undercover operation. 
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New Orleans City Council fiscal 
officer Louis H. Gomez is expected 
to be called before a federal grand 
jury investigating vice and racke- 
teering activities in the French 
Quarter, The Times-Picayune has 
learned. 

The grand jury reportedly will seek 
to determine if Gomez was aware of 
the prostitution activities and payoffs 
to undercover police and an FBI agent. 
Gomez owns a building on Decatur 
Street where one of the bars raided 
during Thursday night's police sweep 
of prostitutes is located. 



Gomez Friday denied any knowledge 
of the prostitution and payoff activities 
which allegedly took place at the Los 
Amantes Bar, 121 Decatur. 

Records show he owns the building 
housing the bar, and until January 
shared ownership with bar operator 
Paulinos Lopez, who was one of nine 
persons arrested Thursday night on 
federal racketeering charges. 

City Council President Sidney Bar- 
thelemy and other members of the 
council, however, announced Friday 
that an investigation of Gomez' owner- 
ship of the building is now undei way. 
and that a report would bo issued 
Sources said the federal grand jury is 
also expected to question Gomez about 
a trip he took to an annual carnival in 



LaCeiba. Honduras, in mid-May. “ 
Gomez was accompanied on that 
three-day (rip the weekend of May 13 
by Sgt. John Kastner and Ronald Brink, 
two of the New Orleans police officers 
who were working undercover investi- 
gating vice activities during the past 
nine months on Decatur and Bourbon 
streets. 

Those officers had been posing as 
''dirty” cops, and accepted some $ 19 ,- 
000 in "protection” money from bar 
operators and others to look the other 
way while prostitution, gambling and 
■ other illegal activities flourished in the 
French Quarter. •';•*; ., , 

Also on that trip, sources said.’w'as 
Orleans Parish Criminal Sheriff's Ol- 
' fice Deputy Andreas Pena, brother of 
.'Ai'Vr-L -r ■■ vyv'v-x- .>;••? • r 
.“KhV-v-s/,;- *$-«* ' 



another of those arrested on federal 
racketeering charges Thursday night, 
Orestes Pena, owner of the raided 
Habana Bar. The officers also accom- 
panied Reynard Rochon, chief adminis- 
trative officer for Mayor Ernest Mori- 
al, on the trip. 

Sources said Deputy Pena, who could 
not be reached for comment Friday, 
may also be subpoenaed to appear be- 
fore the grand jury. 

The same sources strongly empha- 
sized that Rochon. who represented the 
city at the Honduran carnival, is not 
under investigation and is not expected 
to be called before the grand jury. 

Reporters were unable to reach Ro- 
chon for comment. 

What happened during that Honduras 
trip is one aspect of the joint NOPD- 
FBI undercover investigation author- ■' 
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Continued from Page 1 
Hies hope to clear up with grand jury 

testimony in the next few weeks. 

Why did the undercover officers go 
on the trip with Gomez? “ 

'The motive was simple," said one 

lHHe Ce h- t Wan ' ed t0 open the net a 
"“ le bit more so the fish could swim 

While the trip may have been an 
interesting sidelight during the investi- 
gation on Decatur and Bourbon streets 
and provided a brief vacation for the 
cops, 'it turned out to be an absolute 
zero as far as law enforcement was 
concerned," another source told The 
rtmes-Picayune. 

Gomez coordinated the trip, inviting 
Pena and Rochon along, sources sank 
Paulino Lopez, who was reportedly in 
Cuba at the time, was also scheduled to 
meet with the group in Honduras 
sources said, but these plans were 
never carried out. 

As chief administrative officer, Ro- 
chon was assigned bodyguards to 

»Z°iT Pa , ny h ‘ m on the ‘ ri P- Kastner 
and Brink were chosen for the job 

Gomez said Friday that the trip was 
an innocent one, and said it is the 
fourth year in a row he has arranged to 
take New Orleanians to LaCeiba 
where he was born. He said 80 to 90 
people went on the trip this year 



Gomez denied that he paid for anv 
ones expenses but his own He safd 
everyone paid his own way except Ro 
nrn°Yi !!° SC act 'ommodations were 

' It's a fou,‘ n° ndUr;in eovemment 
t „ fo , ul ball, this story, ft’s goinp 

to throw a bad light on something that! 

bc,mc " - W 

Somebody’s going to connect Ro 
chon on the trip along with Kastner and 

Sr and Louis Gom - bS 

certainly there is no connection," he 

l a /{ ^crrmVto S the C s r to!!. ‘5& t “ g 

£»«Sra«S 

inquiries to Gomez himself P 

N Opn a J’ US ' Attorn ey John Volz and 
NOf^D Superintendent James Parsons 
wou "' not discuss the circum 
stances surrounding the trin in 
Honduras and what role it might have 
Played in the nine-month long investi- 
gation at a Friday press conference 

sairi^f, rathe , r n0t get int0 that '" Volz 
di in a e r t aC n n ° Wle r ginR that G °™z 
„ 0 r 3 . hui,din S “> a ‘ had 

e " a Pcime location for the niehn,, 
galhenng of prostitutes and pimps 8 

Gomez." Vo e iz n added nS ‘° Pr ° SeCUte Mr ' 

Early Friday, Gomez denied owning 

toM ' n ercsl ln an .v Decatur bar He 
told a reporter to check his facts he 

r 0 : a „ five of y° u Reporters) were 
mg's^eV" artiCl ° in Frida y 

’vS^SSOr ' 

andT!ne l,0WeV l Cr ' show that Gomez 

fvhh-hn P u pllrchased ^e building 

!r sm nm n th ° L ° S Amant « Bar 
ror 5125.000 on Dec. 20 1976 

Records also show that on Jan. 12 

1979 Lopez sold his half interest in the 

for * n 7 8 50 O fl G c O aT I*"" G ° mCZ ' S wif * 
federal cour! that h^ownelf^hc '"bat- 
bus, ness, but not the building 

,aSSr d p With that lnf " r ma,ion 
later Friday, Gomez admitted that he 

owns the building. He denied, however, 



that he had any knowledge of the pros- 
■ tution activities allegedly going on in 
the bar or in $5 "trick" rooms above it 
He characterized the Los Arnantes as 
scfman’s bar," and said he was 
aware ° f nothing going on there. 

Asked if he ever visited the building 
Gomez said. "Sure, I went there 10 or 
15 times. I own the building" 

becs°,', nC l Sa J d h ° bou B h ‘ the building 

buv , t 'M pef1 3 ncarb - v hotel would 
buy it My own idea is that the raid is 
M>mg m „p the value," he said. 

... 1 certainly had nothing to do with 
his scandal. The only reason I'm ^e 

cTa n boufh nnw iS because I was disturb- 

(d about how it was report. -i 
Asked if he was now under "pres- 
uie from the council because of his 
tbe building, Gn.nez said* 

Well, they want answers. Tua IS it" 

Gomez was appointed to Id; $31 764 
^‘ r , pos ^; , b ‘bo enunci! ,, October 





AMUSED POLICE POINT THE 
One of the girls of Decatur 

officer in the I.andrieu and MoriaT 
administrations. 

His job was created by councilmanic 
vote, although it is technically a Civil 
Service position. 

Gomez was suspended without pay 



— oiau pnoto ny Lee Crum 

WAVf TO CENTRAL LOCK UP 
Street gets abundant help 

■ ^ or 30 days in 1969 after it was discov- 
ered that he had mot with Mafia boss 
. Carlos Marcello at Marcello’s Metairie 
home. Gomez told investigators that he 
[ visited Marcello to discuss private real 
estate transactions. 





